
Who am I?

Procedure 

� Before the lesson, enlarge and make
copies of pictures of famous people in the
magazine. Examples: Margaret Thatcher
(p. 6); Daniel Craig, Prince Charles (p. 7).
You can copy more photos from past is-
sues if you have a larger class.

� Pin a photo on each student’s back. They are not allowed to
see their own photos. You can also join in.

� Encourage the students to circulate and help them ask each
other yes/no questions to establish their identity.

� Ask the class to vote on the most interesting famous-person
photo. What do they know about him or her?

Fitness at work

Language work Cloze test, discussion 
Preparation Photocopying, typing out a text
Materials “Walk ’n’ work” (page 12)
Time 45 minutes

Procedure 

� Before the class, type out the text, omitting every seventh word
(“job”, “the”, “fit”, etc.). Make copies.

� Ask one half of the class to write down the good things about
working in an office; the other half should write down the
drawbacks. Allow three minutes.

� Do a quick whole-class feedback session.
� Hand out the copies. Ask students to work on their own to

complete the cloze test. Allow five minutes.
� Let students compare their version with a partner’s.
� Read the original text aloud to the class.
� Clarify any vocabulary questions. What differences were there

between their own text and the original?
� Invite students to comment on the workstation created by

SALO. Do they agree that it would help the atmosphere at
work? 

Bobbed and trimmed

Language work Specific listening, discussing
Preparation None
Materials Spotlight Audio, “Who’s Bob?” (page 47)
Time 45 minutes   

Procedure

� In pairs, ask the class to write down as many words as they
can related to “hair salon”. Allow 1 minute.

� Students get into groups to compare lists and add to them.
Allow 2 minutes.

� In the meantime, write the following statements on the board:
1. Melanie is in Italy. 2. The video showed cool stylists, old
customers and a mixture of sounds. 3. Melanie walked to Art
Hair. 4. Melanie drank iced coffee in the waiting area. 5. Mela-
nie’s stylist was a man. 6. One of the stylists looked like Cin-
derella. 7. The interpreter asked Melanie what type of haircut
she wanted. 8. Melanie wanted her hair bobbed.

� Do a feedback round. Ask each group to read out its words.
� Go over the statements on the board with your class.
� Tell the class that you will now play a recording that takes

place in a hair salon. They should listen carefully and decide
which statements are true or false. Also ask them to jot down
three or four expressions they would like to have explained or to
use more often.

� Play the recording. Do a feedback slot.
� Discuss the ending of the story with the students. What will

Melanie do? Have the students ever had any linguistic problems
or misunderstandings in a foreign country? Share any stories
of your own.

Texting 

Language work Internet research, reading, writing a summary
Preparation Photocopying, cutting up an article
Materials “The joy of txt” (pages 16–21)
Time Hw, 70–90 minutess

Going further 

Language work Reading, college vocabulary, discussion
Preparation Photocopying, omitting sentences, transparency 
Materials “Grow up! You’re going to college” (page 72)
Time 60, hw minutes

If the shoe fits

Language work Board game, shoe vocabulary
Preparation Photocopying (see photocopiable worksheet

on page 4 of this supplement), counters and
dice, cutting out pictures 

Materials Vocabulary (pages 54–55)
Time 60 minutes

Procedure

� Make copies of pages 54 and
55. Cut out pictures from
magazines of people in differ-
ent outfits. Cut off their shoes.

� Distribute copies of page 54.
Read through with your class,
helping with pronunciation.

� Divide the class into pairs and give each pair a few magazine
pictures. Ask them to imagine what shoes the people in the
pictures are wearing. They can guess the colour, the style
and the price. Allow 10 minutes and assist where needed.

� Arrange the class into groups of three. Give each group a copy
of the worksheet, counters and one die.

� Explain the rules of the game:
1. The aim of the game is to reach FINISH first, and to get there
by answering questions.
2. To start, player 1 rolls the die and moves forward the num-
ber of squares indicated on it. If the answer to the question
is correct, the player stays on the square; if the answer is in-
correct, the player moves back to where he started.
3. For the “Talk about” questions, the other players in the
group must be happy with the answer to stay on the square.

Perfect grammar 

Procedure

� Before the lesson, make copies of Perfectionists only!, “Each”
and “every”, on page 67, and the exercises on page 8 in Spot-
light plus.

� Start off the activity by asking the students about the differ-
ence between “each” and “every”. Elicit some example sen-
tences and write them on the board.

� Do exercise 1 in Spotlight plus together with the class. What
general rules can they make about the determiners “each” and
“every”?

� Hand out copies of Perfectionists only!. Read through the ex-
planations with your class.

� Let students work individually to complete exercises 2 and 3
in Spotlight plus.

� Do a quick feedback session. See page 22 in Spotlight plus for
answers.

� Go back to the initial example sentences on the board and
get students to correct them, if necessary.

EASYQUICK MEDIUM AND MORE COPY FILE

11/2008 Spotlight2 www.spotlight-online.de 11/2008 Spotlight www.spotlight-online.de 4

e a s y

British comedy

Procedure

� Write the following list of film types on the board: action, ad-
venture, animation, comedy, crime, horror, musical, romantic
comedy, science fiction, war, western. Ask students to think of
one example of each type of film.

� Put the film title How to Lose Friends and Alienate People on
the board. Invite the class to speculate about what type of film
it is and what the plot could be.

� Pre-teach the words: disgusted, celebrity, expose, prestigious
(see glossed vocabulary on page 47).

� Read the text aloud to the class.
� Ask a student to recapitulate the story of How to Lose Friends

and Alienate People. Would they be interested in watching it?
What films have they recently seen? Invite the class to briefly
describe some of them in terms of acting, plot, music, cos-
tumes, ending, special effects.

m e d i u m
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Procedure

� For homework, ask the class to find new English messaging ab-
breviations, such as g2g (got to go), pcm (please call me).

� Cut up the interview into sections and make copies.
� In the next class, collect a list of messaging abbreviations on the

board. Find out how your students feel about sending and re-
ceiving SMS messages. How much do they spend on texting? 

� Divide the class into groups of four. Give each student in the
group a different section of the cut text. Students read their
part quietly, then tell their partners about it. Allow 15 minutes.

� Collect the texts. Ask each group to work together with their

partners to write a
summary (150–
200 words) of all
four texts. It should be written in their own words  and include
the key points. Allow 15 minutes.

� Circulate and offer “editorial” tips.
� Listen to the summaries. Invite comments about David Crystal’s

opinions from the interview.
� Follow-up suggestion: Using the abbreviations on the board,

get students to send a text message in English to a classmate.
This activity can also be done on paper.

d i f f i c u l t pplluuss

m e d i u m pplluuss

Procedure

� Copy the article and remove the first sentence from all the para-
graphs, except the first and last. Make copies. Make copies of
the exercises on pages 12–13 in Spotlight plus. Put the sen-
tences onto a transparency (in random order).

� Begin the lesson by telling the class about college/university ed-
ucation in your country. Ask the students to explain a bit about
further education in their country. Allow 15 minutes.

� Display the transparency. Distribute the text and ask students to

read it quietly and put the sentences back into their correct
positions. Allow 10 minutes. Then do a quick feedback slot.

� Get the class to read the article aloud. Help with pronunciation.
� Use the following prompts as a springboard for further discus-

sion: 1. What are some reasons for going to university? 2. Do you
agree that a university education is simply for the sake of go-
ing and not for a long-term aim? 3. Should students also feel
morally bound to do something for their country in return?

� The Spotlight plus exercises can be assigned for homework.

This month’s audio content also includes material and
exercises based on the following sections of the mag-
azine: A Day in My Life (p. 9), World View (p. 10), Britain
Today (p. 14), Language (pp. 16–21), Debate (pp.
22–23), Press Gallery (pp. 32–33), Travel (pp. 36–40),
Literature (pp. 42–45), Around Oz (p. 48), Peggy’s Place
(p. 58), Everyday English (pp. 59–60), English at Work 
(p. 64), Word Power (p. 65).

The Shoe Game
Play this game in small groups.
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There are so many different kinds of footwear — and such a lot of words to talk about them.

ANNA HOCHSIEDER presents relevant vocabulary.
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Saving the world? Craig and Palin

8ung Abk! Ist die jüngere Generation vor lauter SMS-Schreiben dabei, ihr Sprachgefühl zu verlieren

und ihre Ausdrucksweise zu verhunzen? Der Sprachwissenschaftler David Crystal hat diese

Vorwürfe untersucht. MIKE PILEWSKI führte ein exklusives Interview mit ihm.
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LANGUAGE  TEXT MESSAGING
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L
anguage has always been changing and will con-
tinue to change — and David Crystal is there to
document it. The honorary professor of linguistics
at the University of Wales, Bangor, wrote the
Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language. More re-
cently, as the author of Language and the Internet,

Crystal has kept his eye on the way new technology is af-
fecting our use of language. 

His latest subject is texting, or text messaging. In txtng:
the gr8 db8, Crystal looks at the strange and wonderful pos-
sibilities that telephone keypads offer, from textonyms
(words produced by pressing the same sequence of keys) to
textisms (words or abbreviations invented for use in the
medium). The book’s 240 pages also include a glossary of
text-message abbreviations in 11 languages. Crystal’s cen-
tral theme, though, is how and why people are writing text
messages and what effect this might be having on language.
Spotlight asked him what he’s discovered.

What is the “great debate” about texting?

“Debate” is probably the wrong word for it, because a de-
bate is usually two sides arguing about a particular point
where there’s some basis in fact. Here we have a situation
where the debate is based entirely on an urban myth that
started soon after texting arrived. 

Now, texting is less than ten years old. Suddenly this phe-
nomenon arrived, and it generated an extraordinary reaction
— a moral panic, almost — about the nature of this beast.
In Britain, a media piece appeared around 2003, describ-
ing an essay supposedly written by a schoolchild entirely in
abbreviations of the text-messaging kind. She passed it to
her teacher, who couldn’t understand a word of it. 

The report then said that this shows how modern children
are incapable of using standard English, how it’s a break-
down in the educational system, how children will grow
up not knowing how to spell, how they will fail their ex-
aminations. They will become adults who will not know
how to use the language, and eventually the English lan-
guage and other languages will go down the drain, and
it’ll be an absolute disaster. Well, nobody ever questioned

aabbreviation [ə�bri�vi�eiʃən] Abkürzung

aaffect sth. [ə�fekt] etw. beeinflussen

bbeast [bi�st] Kreatur; hier: Ding

eeventually [i�ventʃuəli] schließlich

eextraordinary [ik�strɔ�dənəri] außergewöhnlich

ggenerate sth. [�d	enəreit] etw. auslösen/erzeugen

ggo down the drain vor die Hunde gehen

[
əυ �daυn ðə �drein] ifml.
hhoax [həυks] Täuschung

iincapable: be ~ of doing sth. unfähig sein, etw. zu tun

[in�keipəbəl]
kkeypad [�ki�p�d] Tastatur

lliteracy [�litərəsi] Lese- und Schreibfähigkeit

nnovel [�nɒvəl] neu(artig)

ssequence [�si�kwəns] Abfolge

sso far [�səυ fɑ�] bis zu einem gewissen

Punkt

ssupposedly [sə�pəυzidli] angeblich

ttexting [�tekstiŋ] UK SMS-Nachrichten

schreiben

uurban myth [���bən �miθ] Großstadtlegende; hier:

moderne Legende

The joy of txt

Young people:
how does texting
affect their use of
language?

that essay, which turned out to be a complete hoax. Nobody
has ever found that essay or found the teacher or anything.
It was a myth.

But that’s what people believe, and if you asked all your
readers of Spotlight or any newspaper, “Do you believe
this?” people would say, “Yes, I believe this. I believe that
text messaging is full of abbreviations and that it’s a disas-
ter for literacy.” Now, I wrote my book because I never
believed that. You can demonstrate quite clearly that all
those things are wrong. 

How do you do this?

First of all, text messaging is not full of abbreviations.
Ninety per cent of the words are in perfectly standard Eng-
lish, standard German, standard whatever. That’s because,
when you’re sending messages, you want to understand
each other, and abbreviations will only take you so far in
that direction. 

Second, the abbreviations that are used are not
novel. They’re not invented by the children. Most
of the abbreviations that are used in text mes-
saging, like “c u l8r” (for “see you later”), have
been around for hundreds of years, and there’s
nothing new about them at all. People have
always abbreviated in English and in Ger-
man. You can find abbreviations
going back centuries, right to
the beginnings of English in
Anglo-Saxon times.

Third, most of the text
messages in the world
are not written by
children, but by
adults and by
institutions:

David Crystal: studying how
language changes
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“People like to believe

that text messaging

will destroy language”
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Talk about the shoes
you are wearing. 

(45 seconds)

21

What do you call 
this type of footwear 

in English?

3

Name three things you
need to clean shoes.

4

What are “wellies” in
German?

5

Shoe trouble! 
Your heel is broken! 
Go back 3 squares

6

Explain how to clean
leather shoes. 

(60 seconds)

7

What is the American
English word for

“trainers”?

8

Talk about the last time
you bought shoes. 

(60 seconds)

9

Shoe success!
There is a big designer
shoe sale next week!
Go forward 2 squares

10

Talk about your
favourite shoe shop.

(60 seconds)

15

Shoe trouble!
You’ve tripped over

your shoelaces! 
Go back 3 squares

14

Talk about “women
and shoes”. 
(60 seconds)

13

Talk about your 
most expensive pair 

of shoes. 
(45 seconds)

12

What part of the shoe
is the “tongue”?

11

What is the British
word for “oxfords”?

16

Talk about the next pair
of shoes you’d like to

buy and why. 
(60 seconds)

17

Talk about your
favourite pair of shoes.

(60 seconds)

18
Shoe success!
Someone has just

complimented you on
your new shoes! 

Go forward 2 squares

19

Talk about guests
removing their shoes

when visiting. 
(45 seconds)

20

Talk about shoeboxes.
(60 seconds)

25

Talk about shoe shops
in your area. 
(60 seconds)

24

Talk about the last 
time you went to the

shoemaker. 
(60 seconds)

23

Shoe trouble!
You’ve lost your

shoehorn! 
Go back 3 squares

22

What do you call this
type of footwear in

English?

21

Describe what
“stilettos” look like.

26

Talk about what 
you do with old shoes. 

(60 seconds)

27

Shoe trouble!
Your new shoes have
given you a blister. 
Go back 3 squares

28

What is the difference
between 

“loafers” and “mules”?

2930

FINISH

START

23

22
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